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Dear Middle School Student,
The selection of books for the middle school summer reading program has been carefully designed to provide an enjoyable and challenging reading experience that suits a variety of literacy tastes, interest, and abilities.  Summer reading will help you keep up with your reading while you are busy swimming, camping, traveling, and playing during the summer months.

Purpose:
· To maintain reading habits over summer months
· To work on comprehension skills
· To serve as a springboard for initial reading lessons and first independent reading assignment
Specific Goals:

· To introduce the concept of an author study
· To encourage reading for enjoyment
· To maintain strategic comprehension skills
The books we have selected for incoming 6th grade students are written by well-known authors, Andrew Clements, Jerry Spinelli and Katherine Paterson.
A variety of titles have also been selected for incoming 7th and 8th grade students.  If a choice is given, you should speak with your current English teacher to determine which book is right for you.  Your reading activity, along with instructions for its completion, is attached.

If you are moving onto 9th grade in September, you will find your summer reading assignment on the Fair Lawn High School website.  The website address is http://www.flhs.org.   Once you are linked to the website, follow the instructions to “Summer Reading.”  There is a choice of titles for students who are selected for English 9 CP/English 9, and English 9 Honors/World History Honors.  Remember to select your summer reading from the appropriate list.  If you have any questions, you should ask your current 8th grade teacher for assistance.
Please note:  The Summer Reading lists are also posted on the following websites:

· www.flhs.org

· www.edline.net/pages/Thomas_Jefferson_Middle
· www.edline.net/pages/memorialms

A Special Reminder:  Our media specialists have prepared an annotated list of suggested summer reading selections for those of you who complete your required summer reading and would like to read more.  Copies are available for your reference at the Fair Lawn Public Library.

We wish you all a safe and happy summer – with time set aside for family, friends, relaxing and reading!
English 6
Selections:  Students are to select and read two of the following books from Clements, Spinelli or Paterson.  They are listed according to level of difficulty.
Andrew Clements:
Janitor’s Boy – This is the story of a boy who has to come to terms with the fact that his father is the school janitor.  When he vandalizes school property, the boy must spend time in this father’s shoes.
Lunch Money – This is the story of a boy who had a talent for making money.  His latest scheme, creating and selling miniature comic books, appears to be a success – until he encounters a competitor, which causes other problems.
Things Not Seen – This is the surprising tale of a young boy who wakes up one day and discovers…he’s invisible!  Share his adventures as he discovers how this happened and attempts to be seen, really seen, again.
Jerry Spinelli:
Do the Funky Pickle – This is the story of Eddie, Salem, Sunny, and Pickles, four totally different kids who are lumped together in the same school and form an unexpected friendship.
Loser – In this story, Donald Zinkoff is an outcast.  This story chronicles his life from first through sixth grade-highlighting all of the ups and downs that he experiences along the way.
Crash – This book is about a young man who is a very popular football player.  Things are going well until his family hits rough times and he gets a new, dorky neighbor.  He learns many life lessons along the way.
Katherine Paterson:
Bridge to Terabithia – This is a fantasy story about a boy and a girl who create an imaginary land.  Their friendship blossoms in their magical kingdom until a terrible tragedy occurs.

The Great Gilly Hopkins – This endearing story is about a young girl who struggles as an orphan after being abandoned by her mother.  Gilly learns through her experiences that life is not always fair and to appreciate those who love her.

Park’s Quest – Eleven year old Parkington Waddell Broughton V is on a quest to find his father.  Park uncovers many family secrets and must come to terms with his father’s life in Vietnam.  This complex plot switches back and forth between reality and Park’s fantasies with Arthurian knights as he wrestles with the present and his father’s past.

Assignment:  You will work on the following reading activities this summer.  All of the directions are below.
1. Select and read any two books from Clements, Spinelli, or Paterson.  It is suggested that you keep track of important events from each chapter as you read.  For example, you could take notes, keep a log, or use post-its as you are reading.

2. Complete a Storyboard Planner (attached) for one of the books you have read. You will develop a storyboard that includes 12 frames that focus on the important events in each book.  Each frame should include a clear sketch (hand drawn) and a two-sentence caption that captures the action of the story in logical order. We will collect this in September.

3. After completing the Storyboard Planner, you will create an 11 x 17 storyboard using construction paper or poster board.  Pictures and captions can be done by hand or computer generated. Remember to be creative!  This will be shared with your teacher and classmates in the beginning of the year.

4. Write a book review for the second book you read expressing whether or not you would recommend this book to a fellow classmate.  Be sure to answer the questions telling about the book and give specific reasons why the book should or should not be read by another student.  You may draw pictures or symbols showing an important, character, event, or setting. (Follow the directions on the attached sheet to help you.  You will complete the final copy in school in September.  Your book review will also be shared with your teacher and classmates.  It may be shared with the middle school librarians!  They are always looking for good book reviews to display in the library.
******************************************************************************
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Reading for Enjoyment:
Use this list to choose other books to read for fun.

Andrew Clements:

Jerry Spinelli:



Katherine Paterson:
A Week in the Woods

Picklemania



Jacob Have I Loved

The School Story

Wringer



Lyddie

The Laundry News

Report to the Principal’s Office

The Report Card

Who Ran My Underwear up the Flagpole

Book Title______________________________       Author_____________________________

My Storyboard Planner

(Complete this in pencil.)
Each frame should include a clear picture and a two-sentence caption that captures the action.

	1


	2
	3
	4

	5


	6
	7
	8

	9


	10
	11
	12


After you finish this organizer, use this draft to create your final storyboard on 

11 x 17 construction paper or poster board.

Book Review for Book 2
	______________________________

title

______________________________

author
Part 1:  Write a quick summary of what happened in the book.  Make sure you name the main characters and tell something about them.  This summary should be about 5 to 7 sentences. DON’T GIVE THE ENDING AWAY!
******************************************************************************

Part 2:  Review of your book.  Answer the following questions in sentences.

1.  Did you like this book?  Tell why or why not.

2.  Who was your favorite character?  Tell why.

3.  Who do you think would like to read this book and why?

4.  How many stars would you give this book (one to five, 5 is the BEST)?


Directions:  Complete this graphic organizer over the summer.  You will complete a final copy of this book review on 5 x 7 index card in school in September.

Summer Reading Rubric

Andrew Clements / Jerry Spinelli / Katherine Paterson
Required Book Title and Author _________________________________________________

Grading Scale:

4 = Excellent;   3 = Very Good;   2 = Satisfactory;   1 = Needs Improvement;   0 = Not Done

Story Board

_____
Content (x2)

· Each section must have a picture (hand drawn or computer generated) reflecting a main idea or event in the story in chronological order _____
· Each section must have a two to three sentence caption describing the picture _____
· All writing must follow conventions of writing (spelling, grammar, etc.) _____
_____
Following Directions

· Story board should be on 11” x 17” paper with 12 equal sections _____
· Project is neat, colorful and creatively designed _____
· Title and author must be displayed with your name on the back _____
_____
Group Work

· Created an A-Z chart that reflects important aspects of the book _____
· Presented A-Z chart to class with clear explanations of choices _____
· Worked cooperatively with team members _____
English 7
Selections:  Students are to select and read one of the following:

Hoot by Carl Hiaasen – Calling all environmentalists!  Readers will be plunged into an ecological mystery made up of endangered miniature owls, Mother Paula’s All-American Pancake House (scheduled to be built over their burrows), and three middle school kids who are on a campaign to protect the owls.  Join Mullet Fingers and Roy as they take up the cause.
Tangerine – Although Paul Fisher lost much of his eyesight after a mysterious accident when he was five, he can still see past the lies his football-hero brother and parents live out everyday.  When his family moves to Tangerine County, Florida, Paul adjusts to his new environment, makes new friends, and tries to make his way onto the soccer team.  If you want to support the underdog, maybe this story is the novel for you.
The Watson’s Go To Birmingham-1963 by Christopher Paul Curtis. – It’s 1963 and the “Weird Watson’s of Flint Michigan” plan a visit to grandma’s house.  This trip, however, is like no other.  It brings them south into the heart of Birmingham, Alabama during one of the darkest moments in American history.  Newberry Honor Winner; An ALA Best Book for Young Adults.
Hope Was Here by Joan Bauer – When sixteen-year-old Hope and the aunt who has raised her move from Brooklyn to Mulhoney, Wisconsin, to work as waitress and cook in the Welcome Stairways diner, they become involved with the diner owner’s political campaign to oust the town’s corrupt mayor.
Assignment:  
Answer the following questions that pertain to your novel in full sentences.  Your responses should be typed or neatly handwritten on loose-leaf paper and submitted to your teacher on the first day of school.  You may use a bullet format as per the example below.  Your response may be typed or handwritten, but be sure that your writing is neat and legible.
Setting:
What is the time and place in which this story takes place?
Example:

· The Contender, by Robert Lipsyte takes place in Harlem during the turbulent 1960’s.

Characters:
Describe 3 of the most important characters in the book.
Be sure to include who they are in relationship to other characters in the story, their physical characteristics, personality traits, and why they are important to the story.

Plot:
Using complete sentences, list 8-12 of the most important events in the order they take place.

Problem:

State the most important problem that the main character faces throughout the story.  Why do you think this is the most important problem?

Enriched English 7
Selections:  Students are to select and read one of the following novels:

The Swiss Family Robinson by J. D. Wyss (Unabridged)

Little Women by Louisa May Alcott
The Swiss Family Robinson, a novel by J. D. Wyss (Unabridged) – the Robinson Family – a minister, his wife, and their four sons – are shipwrecked and become castaways on an island in the East Indies.  Although they have lost almost everything in the shipwreck, they are so resourceful at constructing a life for themselves on the island that, when rescue comes, they decline to leave their refuge and their happy life.  This is a classic and moving novel which captures the imagination and chronicles the adventures of this courageous family.
Little Women, a classic novel by Louisa May Alcott, it is one of the most popular books ever written about childhood.  It charmingly recounts the home life of four sisters: literary-minded Jo March; Meg, the older sister who marries a young tutor; fashionable and artistic Amy; and gentle, musically inclined Beth.  Since the publication of Little Women in 1869, these four sisters have become America’s most beloved literary siblings.  Louisa May Alcott’s rich and realistic portrait has inspired three movies and stirred the emotions of countless young girls.  The novel provides an unforgettable depiction of mid-19th century New England life.
Assignment:  
As you read your selection identify the main characters and provide a brief description of each one.  Be sure to write in full sentences and address both physical and emotional characteristics.  You may bullet these.  Focus on the parts of the text that show the following:

· Three significant events

· Main obstacle faced by the main character

· Most important lesson learned (why)

Keep a reading journal with questions and comments about characters, events, decisions and outcomes.  You will use this journal as a resource during in class discussions and for an in-class writing assignment.  

English 8
Selections:  Students are to select and read one of the following:

The Wave by Todd Strasser

Stargirl by Jerry Spinelli

Assignment:  
In order to be prepared for the formal assessment on your summer reading when you return to school in September, you must take notes on your reading during the summer.  Your notes should be organized in four sections as detailed below under “Organizing Your Notes.”  The questions and considerations listed under each section heading on page 2 will guide you through the note-taking process.  The answers to the following questions will be helpful as you begin your summer reading assignment:

1. Can my notes be handwritten, or should they be typed?
You may either handwrite or type your notes, as long as they are legible.

2. Is it important to address all four sections listed below when I take notes?

You must address all four sections listed below when you take your notes.

3. Is it important to complete my summer reading and note-taking before I return to school in September?
Your note-taking must be completed before you return to school.  Your notes will be used to help you complete an in-class assessment that will be given in your English class early in September.

4. How will my notes be evaluated?
Your notes will be evaluated according to the following criteria:

· Completion of all guiding questions and considerations provided below

· Use of specific details from the text

· Page numbers referenced for quotes and other details that you include

· Legibility of your notes

Organizing Your Notes:

(Remember to address all questions and considerations in your notes)
Section 1:  Characterization

Section 2:  Obstacles

Section 3:  Discrimination

Section 4:  Personal Connections

(See other side of this page for guiding questions.  Remember, you must take notes on every question and consideration)
Section 1:  Characterization
1. Identify the protagonist (main character facing the primary problem)

2. Identify three personality traits of the protagonist (e.g., intelligent, strong-willed, etc.)

3. For each trait, find supporting evidence from the text by locating, and including in your notes:

· an example of the character’s words that demonstrate this trait;

· an example of the character’s thoughts or feelings that show this trait;

· an example of the character’s actions that demonstrate this trait; OR

· an example of what others say about the character.

For each example, be sure to include page numbers where you found it.

Section 2:  Obstacles
1. Identify at least two goals the protagonist has.

2. Identify at least two obstacles that he/she must overcome in order to achieve goals.

You should be detailed in your notes, and include page numbers for all information that you record.

Section 3:  Discrimination
Discrimination is unfairness or injustice toward a particular person or group, usually based on prejudice.  This topic is an important subject in both novels.

1. Identify characters in the text who are discriminated against.

2. Identify the reason/cause of the discrimination.

3. Identify the types of discrimination experienced.

Once again, be specific with your examples and include page numbers for your notes.

Section 4:  Personal Connections
Good readers make personal connections to the text as they read.  This final section of your notes should include information about your reaction to main events in the novel. Kinds of connections you could make:

1. Were you surprised by a character’s actions, and if so, why?  

2. Would you have behaved differently than a character in the book?  How so?

3. Does this book remind you of any other books you have read?  Which ones?  Why?

These are just a few of the many different types of responses that you can record in this section of your notes.  Page numbers and specifics are a must.

Enriched English 8
Selections:  Students are to select and read one of the following:

The Call of the Wild by Jack London
The Merry Adventures of Robin Hood by Howard Pyle
My Antonia by Willa Cather

Assignment:

The struggle for survival is a common theme throughout literature and, indeed, throughout all of recorded human history.  This theme is one that will be explored in the beginning of the integrated eighth grade enriched social studies and English curricula.

In order to prepare sufficiently, students are asked to consider the theme of survival as they read.  You may wish to take notes, use Post-its, or mark up the text while reading.  Notes will not be collected or graded, but may help you complete your assignment, as outlined below:

· On separate paper, create a two-column chart.   

· Label the left-hand column “Quote” and the right-hand column “Significance.”

· In the left-hand column, list no fewer than 10 and no more than 20 passages that you found related to the theme of survival.  These passages may include descriptions of specific characters, events, images or places; quotes may be dialogue or narration.

· Use good judgment when selecting quotes:  choose quotes that have enough context so they can be understood, but not longer than a paragraph.  

· Quotes must include page number references.

· In the right-hand column, explain, in your own words, the importance of each quote as it relates to the idea of survival.

· The more analytical/critical your explanation, the better.  Don’t just summarize the quoted material.  

To help you get started, here’s a sample – the beginning of a chart for a student who read the classic fairy tale of Little Red Riding Hood and focused on the theme of “things aren’t always as they appear”. 

	Quote
	Significance

	    "‘And oh! oh! Grannie,’ cried the child, in a sad fright, ‘what great sharp teeth you have!’”
    " ‘All the better to eat you with!’ growled the Wolf, springing up suddenly at Red Riding-Hood” (3).


	    This is the moment when the wall dividing reality and illusion disappears completely.  Up to this point, Little Red has been oblivious to the fact that a wolf has been masquerading as her grandmother and laying a trap for her.  But at this moment, Little Red can finally see the Wolf for what he is—though, of course, at this point it may be too late.  Perhaps it’s a warning that we endanger ourselves when we are unable to discern the true nature of things.


English 9 CP/English 9

Selections:  Students are to select and read one of the following:

The Pearl by John Steinbeck
They Cage the Animals at Night by Jennings Michael Burch
Ironman by Chris Crutcher
Assignment:  Take notes as you read, concentrating on the following:
1. Take notes on the following themes: (1) friendship, (2) overcoming adversity, and (3) the importance of family.

2. Take notes on character.  Focus on how characters are introduced and how they develop as the story progresses.

3. For your notes on themes and character, include relevant quotations and page numbers from the text.  (Example:  You should support your observations related to the growth of a character—perhaps as a result of a particular event—with a quotation that supports your observation and the number of the page on which the quotation appears.)

English 9 Honors/World History Honors
Selection:  Oliver Twist by Charles Dickens
 
Assignment:
1. Read the novel over the summer, taking notes (to be turned in on the first day) on information related to the following themes:
· The incorruptibility of innocence 
· The ineffectiveness of social institutions (such as the workhouse, the justice system, the orphanage, crime, etc)
2. Choose one of the following assignments:

· Research Charles Dickens and establish how his life reflected the novel in a one page response (typed, double-spaced), to be turned in on the first day of school.

· Research the time period of the industrial revolution in England and write a one page response (typed, double-spaced) connecting the incident(s) in the novel to their findings (ex. research the history of the workhouses and explain how the historical facts of these institutions is reflected in the novel), to be turned in on the first day of school.
3. There will be an in-class assessment on Oliver Twist when school begins in September.
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